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Become a fan of U.S.  

Embassy Ulaanbaatar,  

Consular Section on  

Facebook.    

Law of Mongolia on the Legal Status of Foreign Nationals   

       The Consular Section would like to bring to the 

attention of the American Citizens residing in Mongolia 

that the new Law of Mongolia on the Legal Status of 

Foreign Nationals of July 8, 2010, introduces impor-

tant changes and strict penalties for not observing the 

provisions set up in the Law. 

Though the law was passed in July 2010, information 

from our government contacts indicates that the Mon-

golian Immigration Authority  is now pushing to imple-

ment the law fully at this time. 

According to the new Law, ―A foreign national who 

does not carry his passport or equivalent document or 

residence permit shall be fined an amount equal to 3 

times lower than the minimum  salary‖,  

 ―A foreign national who violates the regulations on reg-

istration shall be fined an amount equal to 1 to 2 times 

of minimum salary‖, ―A foreign national who works in 

Mongolia without a proper permission from the compe-

tent authorities, or exceeds the term up to 3 months 

shall be fined an amount equal to 1 to 3 times of mini-

mum salary‖.  

The full version of the Law in Mongolian can be found 

here. The English translation of the Law is provided 

here.      

Pictures from recent Consular 

visit to Verbist Children Center 

CONSULAR VISIT TO DORNOD ON 

APRL 7-8, 2011  

We would like to invite interested 

U.S. citizens to meet with a U.S. Con-

sular Officer on April 7 (afternoon) or 

April 8 (morning) at the Tushig  Hotel 

in Choibalsan, Dornod.  

In addition to talking to U.S. citizens 

and answering general questions, 

the Consular Officer also will be able 

to provide limited citizen services on-

site.  These include notary services 

and acceptance of passport and 

Consular Report of Birth Abroad ap-

plications. These services will be pro-

vided by appointment only.  To make 

an appointment, please  email your 

name, passport number, and type of 

service you are requesting 

to    UlaanbaatarACS@state.gov  by 

Wednesday April 6, 2011. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ulaanbaatar/US-Embassy-Ulaanbaatar-Consular-Section/176655402990?ref=mf&v=wall
http://www.immigration.gov.mn/ispages/laws/1-0.html
http://mongolia.usembassy.gov/root/media/pdf/law-of-mongolia-on-the-legal-status-of-foreign-citizens_eng.pdf
mailto:UlaanbaatarACS@state.gov
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Help for American Victims of Crime in Mongolia 

 Being the victim of a crime in a foreign country can be a 

devastating and traumatic experience.  While no one can 

undo the emotional trauma, physical injury, or financial loss 

you may have experienced, the U.S. Embassy in Ulaan-

baatar is ready to help.  We are very concerned about vio-

lent crimes committed against U.S. citizens in Mongolia.  

We will assist you in managing the practical consequences 

of being a crime victim and provide you with information 

about accessing the local criminal justice system, as well as 

other resources for crime victims abroad and the United 

States.  This office can assist you to find appropriate medi-

cal care, contact family or friends on your behalf, and ex-

plain how funds can be transferred.  We can also help you 

to better understand the criminal justice system in Mongo-

lia, which is very different from the system in the United 

States. 

 

The information included in this guide relating to the legal 

requirements in Mongolia is provided for general informa-

tion purposes only.  The information may not be accurate or 

relevant to a particular case.  Questions involving interpreta-

tion of Mongolian laws should be addressed to legal coun-

sel licensed to practice law in Mongolia.  The investigation 

and prosecution of the crime is solely the responsibility of 

local authorities.  The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

may assist local authorities in certain cases of kidnapping, 

hostage-taking and terrorism. 

 

REPORTING CRIMES:   

You can file police reports or register crime related com-

plaints with the district police department where the crime 

happened.  You can also dial 102 to get the police.  In gen-

eral, the police speak very little English.  No police officers 

are specially assigned to work with foreigners.  However, by 

law they are obligated to provide a professional interpreter.  

You are also able to bring in your own interpreter if you pre-

fer.  You may file police reports at any time, though the case 

may not proceed if the statute of limitations for a particular 

crime has expired.  Someone else can file a police report on 

your behalf; however, the U.S. Embassy cannot do this for 

you.  If you are a crime victim, you will probably receive a 

copy of the police report, and you have the right to review 

the file.  If you leave Mongolia before filing a police report, 

you can hire a lawyer here to file it on your behalf, or you 

can report a crime to the Mongolian Embassy or one of their 

Consulates in the United States.  If you file a report in this 

manner, the Mongolian Embassy or one of their Consulates 

will send the crime report to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

with 24 hours.  At that time, a police investigator will deter-

mine if there is sufficient evidence to arrest the perpetrator. 

 

If you have difficulties filing your police report with an offi-

cial, please contact the U.S. Embassy or Consulate immedi-

ately.  You may need a police report to file for crime victim 

compensation or insurance reimbursement if they are avail-

able.  If you do decide to file a report, please send a copy to 

us, along with your address and phone number in the event 

we need to communicate with you.  While we are not au-

thorized to act as your legal representative, prosecutor or 

investigator, our office can help you track the progress of 

your case and advise you of any developments. 

INVESTIGATIONS:  Many crime investigations never result 

in the arrest of a suspect.  The investigators at the district 

police department are responsible for investigating 

crimes.  Depending on the case, the General Intelligence 

Agency, the Investigation Unit of the State Prosecutor 

General, and/or the Anti-Corruption Agency may also be 

involved.  They generally do not collect forensic evidence  

except in the case of a suspicious death.  Crime victims 

can get information about the progress of the investiga-

tion from the investigator and/or supervising attorney/

prosecutor.  You can report threats, harassment, or in-

timidation by the accused or his/her family or friends to 

any police duty station or to the Criminal Police Depart-

ment in Ulaanbaatar.  If no arrest is made, cases will 

remain open for varying lengths of time, depending on 

the severity of the reported crime. 

 

 

ARRESTS:  If someone is arrested, s/he will be detained 

until the trial if the crime is categorized as serious or if 

the perpetrator is a potential danger to the public or a 

flight risk.  You will not be automatically notified of an 

arrest.  You will be asked to identify the perpetrator either 

in-person, in a police lineup, or through a one-way mirror.  

Interrogations of suspects can proceed for not more than 

four hours without a one hour break.  One whole session 

of interrogation at the longest may not exceed eight 

hours. A fact-finder or investigator must carry out interro-

gations during business hours.  It is prohibited by law to 

ask incriminating or suggestive questions and to carry on 

interrogations between 22:00 pm – 06:00 a.m. 

 

 

PRETRIAL PERIOD:  Once a person is arrested, the investi-

gator draws up a warrant to be handed over to the prose-

cutor.  Then the prosecutor brings the warrant to the at-

tention of the judge to have it approved.  The judge must 

make a decision within 48 hours after receipt of a war-

rant either to give authorization to take the person into 

custody or to release the person in question.  The Author-

ity for Court Execution is responsible for the prosecution 

of cases.  In Mongolia, there is a distinction made be-

tween misdemeanors and felonies.  An equivalent to plea 

bargaining also exists.  There are no victim advocates to 

represent your interests, as ones lawyer is expected to 

play that role.   

 

TRIAL:  The trial process in Mongolia is generally quite 

lengthy and can stretch on for years.  You may be re-

quired to return to Mongolia one or more times to testify 

at trial.  You cannot provide testimony at the Mongolian 

Embassy in the United States.  If the trial is an open trial, 

courtroom access will be granted to everyone.  If it is a 

closed trial, no media will be allowed, but a U.S. consular 

representative can still be present.  The court will not 

provide translation for non-Mongolian-speaking wit-

nesses.  There is no jury system here.  All in attendance 

are expected to dress appropriately and to stand when 

the judge enters the courtroom.        
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Help for American Victims of Crime in Mongolia (cont’ed) 

 SENTENCING:  If the suspect is found guilty, sentencing will 

usually take place immediately and will be served immedi-

ately.  You do not have any input in the sentencing.  You will 

not be notified if the perpetrator is transferred or released.   

 

APPEALS:  The accused can lodge a complaint to appeal 

within ten days of receiving the court decision.  You are not 

expected to testify during appeals. 

 

ATTORNEYS:  You may want to consider hiring a local attor-

ney to secure appropriate legal guidance. Local legal proce-

dures differ from those in the United States.  Although the 

public prosecutor is responsible for prosecuting your case, 

an attorney you hire can promote your interests with the 

police and the court.  While our office cannot recommend 

specific attorneys, we can provide you with a list of attor-

neys who have expressed interest in representing U.S. citi-

zens.  This list is available on our website.  

 

VICTIM COMPENSATION IN MONGOLIA:  There is no national 

crime victim assistance office here.  The only way to report 

a crime is directly to the police.   

The Mongolian government does not provide monetary com-

pensation to crime victims.  The court can order the perpe-

trator to pay restitution.  You can also file a civil suit for 

damages. 

 

EMBASSY LOCATION:  If you live or travel in Mongolia, you 

are encouraged to enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment 

Program (STEP) through the State Department‘s travel regis-

tration website so that they can obtain updated information 

on travel and security within Mongolia.  If you do not have 

Internet access, you may enroll directly with the nearest 

U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  By enrolling, you make it easier 

for the Embassy or Consulate to contact your family or 

friends in case of emergency.  The U.S. Embassy is located 

at Sukhbaatar District, Big Ring Road, 11th micro district, 

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Telephone: 329095- extensions: 

4755, 4495, 4501, 4549. 

 

SPECIAL INFORMATION FOR CASES OF SEXUAL ASSAULT 

AND RAPE:  Physical evidence is very important in sexual 

assault cases, and can deteriorate as time passes.  As 

such, you should not change clothes, avoid bathing if possi-

ble, and have a physical exam at the first opportunity.  You 

should take these steps even if you are unsure about 

whether to report the crime to police.  If you decide to pur-

sue a prosecution at a later time, these steps preserve evi-

dence that will assist the prosecutor.  A consular officer or 

after-hours duty officer from the U.S. Embassy may be able 

to accompany you for the medical exam. 

 

In the Mongolian Criminal code rape is defined as ‗sexual 

intercourse by physical violence, threat of violence or in 

other forms, or by taking advantage of helpless state of the 

victim, as well as by humiliating the victim‘.  You will be in-

terviewed by the investigator assigned to their case.  Sexual 

assault exams are authorized by the investigator, and are 

done in most cases.  The exams are performed by forensic 

experts in the government forensic labs.  You are allowed to 

bring someone for support.  You must pay for all costs of 

the exam.  If you decide not to have a medical exam, you 

will not be able to file rape or sexual assault charges.   

 

You should get medical attention to determine if you have 

been injured in any way and to discuss treatment and 

prevention options for pregnancy and sexually transmit-

ted diseases.  Emergency contraception (the morning-

after pill) is cheap and readily available over-the-counter 

in most pharmacies here.  HIV prophylaxis is available, 

but must be obtained from the National Center for Com-

municable Disease hospital.  The U.S. Embassy can pro-

vide you with a list of medical facilities and doctors in 

Ulaanbaatar . 

 

Under Mongolian law, no differentiation is made between 

rape by a stranger, acquaintance rape, and spousal rape.  

There are no special provisions for male rape.  There are 

no laws to protect the identity of sexual assault victims, 

so a foreign victim should expect some media attention. 

 

There is no government-sponsored rape crisis hotline, but 

there is at least one NGO that fills this role.  The National 

Center against Violence organization can provide legal 

assistance and counseling to victims of domestic or sex-

ual violence.  More information about this center can be 

found online at www.safefuture.mn.  They have a hotline 

and have English speaking operators.  

 

SPECIAL INFORMATION FOR CASES OF DOMESTIC VIO-

LENCE:  There is now a specific law against domestic 

violence in Mongolia.  Domestic violence is considered a 

crime, though in practice perpetrators here are rarely 

punished.  Courts can issue restraining orders based on 

your complaint, a request made by a police officer, or 

your advocate or authorized representative.  There are 

secure domestic violence shelters in Mongolia.  The num-

ber of beds varies, but most take walk-in clients and al-

low children to stay at the shelters.   

 

The National Center Against Violence is a non-

governmental organization that can provide legal assis-

tance and counseling to you.  More information about this 

center can be found online. 

 

SPECIAL INFORMATION FOR CASES OF CHILD ABUSE:  In 

Mongolia the National Center for Children is responsible 

for the protection of children.  But the government dele-

gates most of the responsibility to community social work-

ers, who collaborate with police to combat child abuse.  

Child abuse can be reported to a social worker, to the 

police, or to a local government authority.  Public teach-

ers and doctors are mandated to report suspected abuse.  

The social workers are the main local resource with ex-

pertise in helping child victims.  If a child is removed from 

the home due to suspected abuse, authorities would first 

attempt to place him/her with other relatives.  If this is 

not possible, the child will be transferred to a childcare 

facility or social welfare organization.  In general, the child 

would be expected to testify if the abuser is charged with 

a crime.  The child‘s parents, legal representatives, rela-

tives, or a teacher may be present while the child gives 

testimony.  Often, testimony will be given to the police 

investigator at the time of the alleged abuse and will not 

need to be repeated by the child in court.    

http://mongolia.usembassy.gov/lawyer_list.html
https://travelregistration.state.gov/
https://travelregistration.state.gov/
http://mongolia.usembassy.gov/medical_information.html
http://mongolia.usembassy.gov/medical_information.html
http://www.safefuture.mn
http://www.safefuture.mn/
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Now is your chance to express your thoughts on the 

importance of voting by entering the 2011 FVAP Voting 

Slogan Contest and Poster Contest. The April 8, 2011 

deadline for submissions is fast approaching. 

 

The winning contest entries will be used to promote 

interest in the electoral process among military mem-

bers, their families and U.S. citizens worldwide for the 

2012 presidential election year.  

  

The FVAP Poster Contest seeks artwork illustrating the 

importance of and/or how it feels to be an American 

citizen voting absentee from anywhere in the world. 

This artwork will be used to create the 2012 voting 

poster and Voting Assistance Guide cover. The FVAP 

Poster Contest details are located at FVAP.gov and 

http://challenge.gov/challenges/116. All artistic skill 

levels are encouraged to create and submit entries. 

 

The FVAP Slogan Contest asks for slogan ideas that 

inspire members of the military, their families and U.S. 

Citizens residing overseas to start or continue to par-

ticipate in elections while away from home and can be 

found at FVAP.gov and http://challenge.gov/

challenges/115. The slogan will also be used on the 

2012 Voting poster. 

All submissions must include your full name, branch 

of service (if military), mailing address, daytime tele-

phone number, fax number (phone and fax num-

bers should include all necessary country/city 

codes or DSN prefixes) and e-mail address (if appli-

cable). 

To submit your entry: 

On-line: Go to Challenge.gov using the links above 

or type ―FVAP‖ in the search bar to find these chal-

lenges. Use the orange ―Post a Submission‖ button 

to upload your entries. 

E-mail: slogan@fvap.gov. One slogan or poster per e

-mail including contact information. 

Mail: Federal Voting Assistance Program 

          Attn: Voting Slogan/Poster Contest 

          1777 North Kent Street, Suite 14003 

          Arlington, VA 22209 

 

The contest winner and runners-up will not only feel 

the satisfaction of knowing that their slogan is help-

ing improve voter awareness and participation, but 

they will receive a trip to our nation‘s capital to par-

ticipate in special events and tours. Runners-up will 

receive a certificate of recognition from the Depart-

ment for their contribution to this important en-

deavor. 

 

There is no limit to the number of entries you may 

submit, but we request that all slogans and posters 

be submitted individually. All submissions must be 

received by April 8, 2011. Please join the FVAP in 

helping to inspire others to vote by submitting your 

entry today and you could be one of this year‘s win-

ners! 

 

 

 

―No languages—

no legs.‖ -   

 

Mongolian  

proverb  

 

“WHY DO YOU VOTE?”  

NEW PASSPORT FORMS AVAILABLE MARCH 1, 2011 

Travel.State.Gov  and the U.S. Embassy Ulaan-

baatar have made the new forms for U.S. 

passport applications available on March 1, 

2011. 

The passport forms that were updated as of 

March 1 are: 

 Form DS-11: Application for a U.S. Passport 

 Form DS-82: U.S. Passport Renewal Applica-

tion for Eligible Individuals 

 Form DS-4085: Application for Additional Visa 

Pages or Miscellaneous Passport Services 

 Form DS-5504: Application for a U.S. Passport 

(Name Change, Data Correction, Limited Pass-

port Replacement 

 Form DS-3053: Statement of Consent or Spe-

cial Circumstances: Issuance of a Passport to 

a Minor under Age 16 

http://www.fvap.gov/reference/poster.html
http://challenge.gov/challenges/116
http://www.fvap.gov/reference/slogan.html
http://challenge.gov/challenges/115
http://challenge.gov/challenges/115
mailto:slogan@fvap.gov
http://www.travel.state.gov/passport/passport_5214.html
http://mongolia.usembassy.gov/passports.html
http://mongolia.usembassy.gov/passports.html
http://travel.state.gov/passport/forms/ds11/ds11_842.html
http://travel.state.gov/passport/forms/ds82/ds82_843.html
http://travel.state.gov/passport/forms/ds4085/ds4085_2662.html
http://travel.state.gov/passport/forms/ds5504/ds5504_2663.html
http://travel.state.gov/passport/forms/ds3053/ds3053_846.html
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Free File software generally asks questions and 

taxpayers supply the answers.  The software com-

pletes the proper tax forms, does the math, and al-

lows for free electronic filing through IRS e-file.  By 

filing electronically, taxpayers due refunds and who 

have U.S. bank accounts can opt for direct deposit 

and get their refunds in as few as 10 days. 

 

 To get started with IRS Free File, go to 

www.irs.gov/freefile and select "Pick a Free File 

Company." 

 

Taxpayers with an Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) over 

$58,000 can efile their returns by purchasing online 

software.  Check the software provider's information 

to ensure that it can accommodate a foreign ad-

dress. 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) advises that U.S. 

citizens and resident aliens living outside the United 

States can use IRS Free File to prepare and file their 

federal tax returns electronically. 

 

IRS Free File is brand-name software that is offered 

exclusively at IRS.gov, through a partnership with the 

tax software industry. 

 

There are five companies that accept foreign 

addresses.  Taxpayers should review the list of tax 

forms supported by the company to ensure it meets 

their needs, especially Form 1116, Foreign Tax 

Credit, and/or Form 2555, Foreign Earned Income. 

 

To be eligible, taxpayers' adjusted gross income in 

2010 must be $58,000 or less.  Some overseas tax-

payers may exclude $91,500 of their 2010 foreign 

earnings, which would make more people eligible for 

IRS Free File. 

OVERSEAS TAXPAYERS CAN USE IRS FREE FILE TO PREPARE AND E-FILE TAX RETURNS 

 SMART TRAVELER ENROLLMENT PROGRAM 

(STEP) 

Stay Informed.  Sign up for our free Smart Trav-

eler Enrollment Program (formerly known as 

―Travel Registration‖ or ―Registration with Embas-

sies‖) to receive the latest travel updates and in-

formation! You only need to sign up once, and 

then you can add and delete trips from your ac-

count based on your current travel plans!                                 

Stay Connected. By connecting with us on the 

Smart Traveler Enrollment Program, we will be 

able to assist you better in the case of an emer-

gency, such as if you lose your passport or it is 

stolen while you are abroad. We also assist U.S. 

citizens in other emergencies, such as in natural 

disasters.                                                                    

Stay Safe. We believe that a well-informed traveler 

is a safer traveler. Our consular officers around the 

world compile country-specific information, travel 

alerts, travel warnings, fact sheets and warden 

messages to provide you with timely and accurate 

travel information about every country where you 

may travel. Stay informed by connecting with us 

via our Smart Traveler Enrollment Program so you 

can have safe and enjoyable travels! 

http://www.irs.gov/freefile
http://www.irs.gov/
https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui
https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui
https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_4965.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/pa/pa_1766.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/pa/pa_1766.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_1764.html
https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui


A
M

ER
IC

A
N

 C
IT

IZ
EN

S
 S

ER
V

IC
ES

 N
EW

S
LE

T
T

ER
 

Travel  Warnings and Alerts 

Syria    04/03/2011 

Japan    03/30/2011 

Egypt    03/29/2011 

Bahrain    03/22/2011 

Algeria    03/16/2011 

Mauritania    03/11/2011 

Afghanistan    03/08/2011 

Yemen   03/06/2011 

Cote d'Ivoire   03/02/2011 

Mali    03/02/2011 

Libya    02/25/2011 

 Embassy Contact Information 

American Citizen Services 

Embassy of the United States 

11th Micro District  

Big Ring Road   

Ulaanbaatar 13, Mongolia 

Tel: 976-11329-095 

Fax: 976-11320-776 

After-hours  

or emergency number:  9911-4168 

E-mail: UlaanbaatarACS@state.gov  

 - or - 

American Embassy Ulaanbaatar 

4410 Ulaan Baatar Place Washington, 

DC, 20521 

The Embassy encourages all business groups, 

churches, private companies, and other organi-

zations with a nucleus of American citizens to 

make sure that the Embassy has a point of 

contact for your group.   

To receive Embassy announcements and advi-

sories via e-mail, please join the Embassy 

Newslist. You membership in the Embassy 

Newslist will assure you of receiving Embassy 

issued announcements and advisories in a 

timely manner. You private information will be 

kept strictly confidential. 

A Message to American Communities and Organizations in Mongolia 

Send an email to the Embassy at  

UlaanbaatarACS@state.gov giving the name of 

your organization, a point of contact (POC), 

email address, phone number, and any other 

contact information.  It is not necessary that 

your POC be an American citizen.  The Em-

bassy will use this information to contact your 

group in an emergency.  Please type "Group 

Contact Info" on the subject line of your email.     

Tunisia   03/10/2011 
  

For additional information about these travel  

 warnings and alerts, please go to this site: 

 http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/

tw_1764.html 

 

WONDERING IF THE FLIGHT IS ON TIME?  

This website has virtually every flight in the 

world and is updated regularly. It has been 

used for MIAT and Korean Air flights and it 

has been accurate every time.  

http://www.flightstats.com/   

http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5418.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5398.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5347.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5396.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5387.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5381.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5369.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5364.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5361.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5360.html
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_5358.html
mailto:UlaanbaatarACS@state.gov
mailto:UlaanbaatarACS@state.gov
mailto:UlaanbaatarACS@state.gov
mailto:UlaanbaatarACS@state.gov
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/pa/pa_5375.html
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_1764.html
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_1764.html
http://www.flightstats.com/go/Home/home.do

